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Q When y o u  came b a c k ,  d i d  y o u  r e t u r n  t o  

I l l i n o i s ?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q .  And c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  a s  y o u  h a d  

d o n e  b e f o r e  you l e f t ?  

A .  No, I d i d  n o t .  I n  s i x  m o n t h s '  t i m e  t h e r e  

were c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  h a d  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h e  

l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y .  

Q S u c h  a s ?  

A .  T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  m a j o r  g r o u p s  who w e r e  

r e f e r r i n g  p a t i e n t s  t o  m e ,  a n d  b o t h  t h o s e  g r o u p s  h a d  

- - b y  t h e  t i m e  I came  b a c k  h a d  i n c l u d e d  t h e i r  own 

g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n .  And w h e n  I w e n t  a n d  t a l k e d  t o  

t h e m  - -  a t  t h a t  t i m e  when  I l e f t ,  m y  p r a c t i c e  w a s  

5 0  p e r c e n t  v a s c u l a r  s u r g e r y  a n d  50 p e r c e n t  g e n e r a l  

s u r g e r y .  So I w e n t  a n d  t a l k e d  t o  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  

g r o u p s ,  a n d  t h e y  t o l d  m e  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  r e f e r  a n y  

g e n e r a l  s u r g e r y  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  own 

s u r g e o n ,  b u t  t h e y  w o u l d  r e f e r  v a s c u l a r  s u r g e r y  t o  

m e .  And I t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  w a n t e d  t o  c u t  

down o n  v a s c u l a r  s u r g e r y .  And t h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  

r e a s o n s  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  a n o t h e r  

p o s i t i o n .  

Q A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  i n  I l l i n o i s  u p  

u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  y o u  l e f t  t o  g o  t o  I n d i a ,  w e r e  y o u  
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Q Is there any cases that you have given 

depositions on up here in North Dakota? 

A. No. 

Q. This is the first deposition you've given 

since you've come? 

A. Yes. 

Q How was it that you got to Williston? 

A. Thanks to Janice. 

Q Okay. Was there a headhunting group that 

goes out and you were recruited? 

A. Yes, I was recruited. 

Q Do you put your name - -  what do you do, 

put your name in a pool with other physicians who 

are willing to relocate? How does that come about? 

A. Just put it on the Internet. 

Q Okay. And then you were contacted by 

Williston here, and I suspect you came out and 

interviewed? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q .  And then you received the job. What - -  

you are a general surgeon? 

A. Yes, I am. 
- - 

Q. And how many general surgeons are there 

here at Mercy? 

A. There are two more. 
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Q What are their names? 

A. Dr. Anderson and Dr. Ruffalo. 

Q. we've received from the hospital a copy of 

your application for privileges. And I imagine 

you've looked at that, have you not? 

MR. SCHREINER: He hasn't seen it that I 

know of. 

Q (Mr. McGee continuing) Go ahead and look 

at it. 

MR. SCHREINER: What's the exhibit number? 

THE REPORTER: Nine. 

MR. SCHREINER: Okay. Thanks. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Q (Mr. McGee continuing) All right. 

General surgeon means what to a layman? Generally 

means you'll do anything, jack-of-all-trades. But 

you are a vascular surgeon as well? 

A .  I trained in 1 9 7 6  through 1981. At that 

time, there was no fellowship of vascular surgery. 

So we were trained in vascular surgery. 

Fellowships came around at a much later period. So 

I had had extensive experience in vascular surgery, 

which I continue to maintain in my private 

practice. 

Q Let's narrow it and confine it to vascular 



surgery and those conditions. Tell me the types of 

medical ailments that you address then as a 

vascular surgeon? 

A. Aortic aneurysms. 

Q Pardon? 

A. Aortic - -  

Q Aortic aneurysms? 

A. Yes. Bypass to legs. Carotid artery 

surgery. 

Q That's an endarterectomy. 

A. Yes. Aortic surgery. 

Q What's that? Aortic surgery? 

A. Yeah. I would say I was limited to those 

procedures, mainly. 

Q 4 And has that basically been the staple of 

your practice since you've been here - -  

A. No. 

Q - - as far as vascular surgery? 

A. I would say there is not that much 

vascular surgery being done here in this community 

so the volume is far lesser than what I was used 

to. 

Q. We're here today about a nephrectomy. Are 

you qualified to perform a nephrectomy? 

A. I don't have privileges to do a 
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nephrectomy. I never applied for them. 

Q Was it a nephrectomy that was being 

performed on Rosie Chamley at the time you went in 

the operating room? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Let me take you back again. 

On Exhibit 9 ,  if a surgeon were to request 

privileges to do a nephrectomy or asked to not be 

allowed to do it, does that indicate that on there? 

A. I told you I never applied for privileges 

for nephrectomy. 

Q Have you ever had privileges here at Mercy 

Hospital to perform a nephrectomy? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever have such privileges in 

Illinois? 

A. No. 

Q Have you ever in your medical career had 

privileges to perform nephrectomies? 

A. No. 

Q. And is that something you've chosen to do? 

A. No, I haven't chosen to do it at all. 

Q Why don't you do it? 

A. Because there are urologists who do them. 

Q - So as far as nephrectomies go, you've 


